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LENINAEAN, AN IMPORTANT
TEYTRE CRRTER

Ye. A. Trofimovskaya

Leninakan, formerly Alekssndropol', is the secound iergest city in Arme-
nian SSR, and e very important center of the Transcaacasus Sextile industry.
It is situatod on the Shirak Plateau, near the Turidsh border, at av eleva-
tion of 1,5uu meters, and ig¢ suwrrounded by high mountains.

Despite its southern location, Leninakan hag a Jamuary mean” tbmperature
closer to Moscow than to cities like Istanbul and Rone, which are at the same
latitude, because of its heigh: and the proximity of the surrounding meuntain

ranges: .

The winter low reaches 30 degiees velow zero. Suwmars are hot with a
vids daliy rangs of tem erature. i.e., hot daye and cold nighte. Arnual rain-
fall is about h50 millimeters, mostly in the spring and early sumer. Rvapora-
tion, which is very great because of the powerful vinds, and tke porosity of
vhe voloanic rock underlying the Shirak Plateau resuit in the fact that good
harvests can be ohtained only by irrigation frcm even the most fertile soll.
The Shirak Canal (built in 1925) irrigates 10,000 heotarss of land,

Extensive areas of grairn and industrial cropa have been developed near
Leninn}un. In this vicinity sugar beets are being raised in Armnnia for the
firet time.

Multicolored tuff, pumice, marble, granite, diatomite, tripoiite, and
other bullding materials as well as mineral dyes (ocher and colcothars are
all fouma here. Deposits of trachyte, kieselguhr, vcleanic sand and ashes,
basalt and shale are also located near Leninakan. Small coal fields (Dzhad-
rhurskiy and Dzhermaniskiy) are near the city.
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Lenipakan 15 & major trausport center. - The natuxe-of the location .of thy
mountain rangoa and river systems as well as the former tr#de and military
‘routes’ have rogulted in the fact that Armenia's principal rall and motor roads
paas through the Yorder city of leninakan,

The Thilisl-Ysrevan Trunk Line Railroad first runs scuth through the
Dobeda-m:ay River valley and -then veers west, bypuesing the Pambak mountain
range and caming out into Leninakan. From Leninakan it bypasses ths Aragnts
voleanic! masif and Fung aloag the ‘Araksinsk graben, entering Yerevan from
‘the southesest, Another rail line runs southward from Leninakan to Kars in
Turkey. A branch 1iné conneéts Leninaken with the big tuff center of Artlk
and the pumice genter of Mellmvrzhdag, both of which have been doveloped since
the reévolution, .

A network of higlivays radiates in every direction from Lenina.knn to all
regieng-0f the republic .and to meighboring Georgla. They guarantee ccmmni-
cations vwith the agricultural apt livestock regions of the upper Western Arpe-
,Chl.y and the Loriysldy ‘Steppe; witn the regione producing construction mteriala
and fuel, and with the ‘gouthern frult and cotton growing regions.

Lonim)mn 6epecinlizes in light 1ndnatry, eppecially textiles. Food in-
dustries, meet in p;rticulm" a.nd the ‘constriction-materials induastry are also
{mpertant. A-large trained: reserv'e ‘of home craftsmen and artisans furnish
“workers for. the city’s indgstziea.,

-+ The Leminskan Textils Combine, the largeet in thes.Transcauncesze, operates
textile-factory schools primarily to train refugees frca Turkish Armenia. Many
of these xefugees now work in the mitted goods and seving enterprises of the
textils industry.

Various plauts have been built in Leninaman to procesc the raw materiala
of the surroundiag countryside. Alcohol plante heve already been bullt to proc-
ess t+he gugar beets mow being grown. Sugar refiperies are nov b#dng built,
Mau. cambines, btreweries, and other enmterprisems of the food industsy process
the luvcal agricultural products. The construction-materials industry uses 3
local tuff, pumice, tripolite, lluestons, etc.

Iep 1540, the textile combine woe wnable to operate at full capacity becauec
of power shortages. Now the Shirak Power Plant iy congtantly incrsasing its
output, and 1s supplying &ll the power aeoded, The Sevano-Zanginsk waterfalls
are nov being utilized by the intercomnscted hydroelectric stetions of Armenis,
and by the lenimlmn subgtation.
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